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Confidence-building activities like the chorus are pitch perfect.

The partnership between the Boys 
& Girls Club of Lawrence (BGCL) 
and nearby Guilmette Elementary 
School was launched last September, 
when more instructional time and 
enrichment activities were instituted 
throughout the school district as part of 
Superintendent/Receiver Jeffrey Riley’s 
turnaround plan. Results have been 
apparent even in that short time, with 
new opportunities serving as a pathway 
to increased academic performance and 
student achievement.

Each Friday, 300 Guilmette Elementary 
School students in grades 3-4 join us at 
the BGCL as part of the regular school 
day. According to principal Lori But-
terfield, students in grades 1-2 attend 
enrichment activities at the school, 
while all the teachers are engaged in 
professional development workshops.

Students select two activities per nine-
week session. Over the course of the 

school year, they will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in classes such 
as Kids in the Kitchen; Sports of the 
Season; Swim and Water Safety Instruc-
tion; Fitness Games; Creative Arts; 
Dance; Digital Art Festival; Passport to 
Manhood & Smart Girls; 
Chorus; Yoga; First Lego 
Robotics, in partnership 
with the Latino STEM 
Alliance; Environmental 
Exploration, with Ground-
work Lawrence; Indoor 
Rowing, with the Greater 
Lawrence Boating Pro-
gram; Futsal & Wellness Program, with 
Beyond Soccer;  and Karate, with the 
Methuen Karate Association.

“There’s so much focus and pressure 
on doing well in the core subject areas, 
so our kids are thrilled about this kind 
of programming,” Lori says. “Students 
get the academic piece from us, but  
BGCL offers the holistic component 
that creates healthy kids. The students 
love it, and are excited about the chance 
to learn all these new skills beyond the 
traditional school day.”

According to BGCL Executive Direc-
tor Markus Fischer, each activity is 

designed to meet the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Health Curriculum 
Framework. Separately, similar enrich-
ment activities are provided at the club 
on Friday mornings for students of 
Wetherbee Middle School, with instruc-
tion by the school faculty.

“We’re proud to offer these kids op-
portunities that otherwise wouldn’t be 
available to them,” Markus says. In fact, 
there are added incentives, since stu-
dents must earn the right to participate 
by maintaining expected academic, be-
havior, and attendance levels at school.

While it is too early to show a dem-
onstrated impact on academic per-
formance, Lori says that she sees 
improved attitudes and more “positive 
engagement” as a result of the confi-
dence-building enrichment activities, 

particularly 
among those 
who typically 
struggle in 
school.

“We’re really 
grateful to the 
Boys & Girls 

Club of Lawrence, both for the great 
programming and all the staff who are 
so good to our kids,” she says. “It’s won-
derful for the students to understand 
there is a larger community working 
for them, and with them, for a greater 
good. We’re looking forward to 
continuing to grow this great 
partnership.”
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Dear Friends: 
 
As we celebrate the beginning of 2014, we also take time to reflect on the past 
program year here at the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence.  
 
Numerous initiatives and projects were implemented, including our new  
summer program with a strengthened focus on reducing the summer learning 
loss. With the beginning of the school year last September, we launched our  
collaboration with the Lawrence Public Schools providing enrichment  
programs and activities for 600 students from the Guilmette and Wetherbee 
schools. Also throughout the past year, we formed or expanded our partner-
ship with community partners Groundwork Lawrence, Latino STEM Alliance, 
Greater Lawrence Community Boating, the Addison Gallery of American Art, 
the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, the Methuen Karate Association, and others. 
All of our partners helped us lift the quality of our programs to a new level.  

Clearly, we could have not done any of these things without the support of so 
many who contributed throughout the year. I want to thank all of our donors 
whose generous support literally kept our doors open for the over 3,400 youth 
we served in 2013. Your support provided a safe haven for many kids who oth-
erwise would have been out in the street, with no place to go.  

My gratitude again goes out to our Board of Governors for the leadership, sup-
port, and guidance provided throughout the year. We are also appreciative for 
hundreds of volunteers who collectively contributed thousands of hours over 
the past year. Your help is tremendously important to our youth members, as 
well as our organization. Last, but not least, I want to thank our staff whose 
commitment to our youth is second to none.  

All of us together at the Boys & Girls Club family will continue to ensure that 
every kid who walks through our doors has the opportunity to succeed in 
school, make healthy life choices, and develop character and leadership skills.   

Thank you for making 2013 a great year for our youth members. All the best for 
the new year. 

Enthusiastically,  

Markus Fischer
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Past and Present: A time of thanks
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In his own words... 
 
I’m 13 years old, and my dad 
started bringing me to the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence when I was 
7. He’s an alum, and he has a lot of 
memories and pictures of when he 
was a kid here. He played basketball, 
and I love it, too. I’m on the eighth grade 
A team, which has taught me discipline and respect. And I 
make sure I do well in school so I can keep playing.  

I’ve grown up here at the club. It’s my home, and this is my 
second family. We all have a real bond, and we care about 
each other like brothers and sisters. Whenever I need to talk, 
there is someone here for me. The staff members have your 
back if you need help, and I want to be there for them, to 
give back.

I come here almost every single day. It’s a lot of fun, but the 
club also helps you try to get into schools with scholarships, 
or anything you need. My dad says the club helped him with 
a lot of things, and it’s helping me, too. I love it here.  

     
    Manny S., Class of 2018

On Jan. 15, BGCL hosted a dinner honoring our 
mentors – both adults and students from Central 
Catholic High School – and their youth protégés. 
The event featured the presentation of the Paul  
Cronin Award to Timothy Meyers, a juvenile pro-
bation officer in Lawrence who has volunteered 
with our Mentoring Works program for eight years. 
“I feel honored and blessed to be involved with 
BGCL,” Tim says. ”It’s such a great experience 
seeing kids who are working hard get ahead.”   
 
Keynote speaker alum Radhames Nova, executive 
director at the Boston chapter of ALPFA, credits 
mentors like BGCL Associate Director Steve Kelley 
with keeping him on the path to success during his 
youth. As Radhames told the audience, “No one is 
self-made.”

Building Character: Mentoring Works



munity College, Regis College, Salem State University, Suf-
folk University, UAspire, UMass Boston, UMass Dartmouth, 
UMass Lowell, University of New Hampshire, and University 
of Southern Maine.

Club alumni attended along with the college representatives, 
including ‘12 David Berroa who is currently a freshman at 
Northeastern University. In some cases, college reps were 
already familiar with our members through their role as ABA 
(Academic Basketball Awareness) coaches.

In addition, BGCL hosted its first-ever prep school fair which 
was organized by Terrell Ivory, assistant admission dean at 
Phillips Academy in Andover. The event, which took place 
on Oct. 24 in the BGCL homework room, included Brooks 
School, Central Catholic High School, Governor’s Academy, 
Holderness School, Middlesex School, Notre Dame Cristo Rey 
High School, Phillips Academy, Pingree School, Saint Mark’s 
School, Suffield School, and Wilbraham and Monson Academy.

Both fairs were open to other Boys & Girls Clubs, as well as the 
community at large, and parents were encouraged to accompa-
ny their children. Director of Education Karen Kravchuk says 
she is proud that club members were engaged and prepared 
with questions. Assistant Education Director Rhandy Audate 
adds that attending the fairs was an important step in the stu-
dents’ academic futures.

“It’s huge for admission counselors to meet our kids,” Rhandy 
says. “If they make a lasting impression, it can make a big dif-
ference when it comes time to review their applications.”
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Events at BGCL: School fairs and holiday fun 

More than 650 members of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence cheered as Santa Claus 
distributed donated toys and gift cards at the annual holiday party on Dec. 20. Groups of 
longtime volunteers served the holiday dinner, which was donated by the 99 Restaurants of 
Andover and North Andover.

Two school fairs held last fall gave hundreds of students a head 
start in familiarizing themselves and applying to local prep 
schools and colleges.

More than 25 schools attended the seventh annual college fair, 
which took place on Oct. 9 in the BGCL gym. Participating 
schools were Cambridge College, Fitchburg State University, 
Framingham State University, Lasell College, Lincoln Techni-
cal Institute, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, Merrimack 
College, Middlesex Community College, National Aviation 
Academy, Northeastern University, Northern Essex Com-

Thomas Sipsey, assistant director of admissions at Central Catho-
lic, talks with (from right) Libenyi, Marielis, and Libenyi’s mother.
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The BGCL swim program continues to 
develop, under the direction of Aquat-
ics Director Scott Lucid and in collabo-
ration with the Michael Phelps Founda-
tion’s im Program.

In March 2012, BGCL was one of 28 
Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide to 
implement the signature water safety, 
health, and wellness program. Estab-
lished by Michael Phelps, the most dec-
orated Olympian in U.S. history with 22 
medals, the foundation provides grants 
for its learn-to-swim program designed 
to keep kids water-safe, promote a 
healthy and active lifestyle through 
swimming, and gain confidence 
through setting and achieving goals.

Developed in partnership with  
KidsHealth.org and the Michael Phelps 
Swim School, the im Program is named 
for Phelps’s favorite event, the individu-
al medley, and also the abbreviation for 
the self-affirming “I am.” Participants 
earn medals as they advance through 
the curriculum, which is offered at 
BGCL every spring and fall.

According to Scott, the funding has 
provided for enlarged enrollment, a 
lower staff-to-swimmer ratio, and ad-
ditional equipment. In addition, the 

Healthy Lifestyles: Swim for life

BGCL swim program offers high-quali-
ty instruction in water safety junior life-
saving, diving, and boat safety. Lessons 
are available for all levels, ranging from 
beginners becoming acclimated to the 
water to advanced swimmers seeking 
improvement in stroke technique.

The swim team currently consists of 25 
kids ranging in age from 7 to 14, who 
compete in Northeast New England 
Area Program Council (NENEAPC) 
regional and sectional meets. Plans are 
underway to extend the BGCL team to 
10 months to further develop the team.

Please welcome Josh Keilty, who joined BGCL as boys’ 
physical director this past November. In this role, he runs 
the New Balance Healthy Living Club and in-house sports 
leagues, and he coaches the high school basketball team.

Josh was previously a special education instructor at 
Georgetown and Peabody high schools, and he coached the 
boys’ freshman basketball team at Salem High School. He 
earned a B.S. in Sport & Movement Science with a Concen-
tration in Sport Management from Salem State University.

“I knew it would be a good fit, but so far, working here has 
been unbelievable,” Josh says. “I love the kids, and there’s 
such a good energy at the club. I’m excited to come to work 
each day.”

The need to provide all kids with water 
safety competence is especially impera-
tive, given the sobering statistics from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Of the 10 people who ac-
cidentally drown each day in the U.S., 
two are children aged 14 or younger. In 
fact, drowning is the fifth leading cause 
of unintentional injury death in the 
country.

“Swimming is fun and great exercise,” 
Scott says, “but most importantly, it’s 
literally a life-saving skill.”

Josh Keilty Joins BGCL: Boys’ Physical Director



Alumni
 
‘98   Urales Vargas was recognized 
by Pitbull on stage at the 14th annual 
Latin Grammy Awards on Nov. 21. 

‘99  Kateria Quevas and ‘01 John 
Hernandez  were married in Septem-
ber 2013.

‘10   Greydy Diaz is interning with 
NBC Sports. 

‘11   Raily Henriquez is studying 
abroad in London this semester. He 
completed a school volunteer mission 
in Ecuador last summer. 

‘12   Jason Martinez  was 
profiled in a video about 
the benefits of mentoring 
and college funds through 
the United Way Scholarship 
Program. 
 

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to share, 
please email Sarah Hogue at shogue@
lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Jeannie Melucci Award:  Lou Bernieri

Lou Bernieri, a four-year volunteer at 
BGCL, was honored on Nov. 27 with 
the 2013 Jeannie Melucci Award. 

“We’re very appreciative to Lou for his 

remarkable, and at times life-changing, 
impact on our kids,” said BGCL Execu-
tive Director Markus Fischer. “He has 
opened up a new world of creative writ-
ing and arts to our youth members, and 
unlocked the potential of becoming a 
writer or poet for many of them.”

Lou, executive director of Andover 
Bread Loaf, collaborated with BGCL 
education staff members to create 
Slice of Bread Loaf, a writing, arts, and 
performance program for elementary 
school children that starts with a two-
week summer workshop and continues 
every other week through much of the 
year. The Slice is staffed by trained high 
school writing leaders from the BGCL.

In addition, Lou helps the club’s high 
school members with college essays, 

Manny Ayala, a 20-year employee at 
BGCL, and Gary Halloran, founder and 
president of Par 4 Technology Group 
in Wakefield, were inducted into the 
BGCL Alumni Hall of Fame on Nov. 13 
at the 24th Hall of Fame reception.

Manny and Gary join 65 of the club’s 
most prominent alumni in the Hall 
of Fame, all of whom share loyalty 
and continued commitment to youth. 
Recipients are honored for their 
reputations, professional achievements, 
service and career contributions, and 
impact on the BGCL.  
 
Born and raised in Lawrence, Manny 
joined BGCL part-time in 1993, super-
vising the wrestling room and oversee-
ing the game room. He became the 
social recreation director in 1995, and 
moved up the ladder the following year 
to boys’ program director. Since being 
named director of program services in 
2006, he has coordinated programs and 
activities for more than 500 youth on a 
daily basis.

Raised in South Lawrence, Gary began 

his career as a technology sales repre-
sentative at Digital Equipment Cor-
poration. After several years of global 
sales and business leadership positions 
at Digital, Sun Microsystems, Calico 
Commerce, and NEXL Systems, he 
founded Par 4 Technology Group.

BGCL Executive Director Markus 
Fischer says that Manny and Gary are 
role models for the thousands of chil-
dren served each year. “We are proud to 
celebrate the outstanding achievements 
of these alumni,” he says. “They repre-
sent the best of what the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence stands for.”

Alumni Hall of Fame Inductees:   
Manny Ayala and Gary Halloran

Education Director Rhandy Audate, Lou Berni-
eri, and Director of Education Karen Kravchuk

Gary Halloran and Manny Ayala

and has enlisted other writing teach-
ers and organizations that have added 
programming for all ages.

Lou says that he has gained more than 
he has given through his volunteer 
experience at BGCL.

“It has been my honor to be able to 
do this work,” he says. “I feel this is 
the most important award I’ve ever 
received, and I thank you.”

The award is named for the late Jean-
nie Melucci, a former staff member 
at BGCL whose tough love inspired 
countless children to extraordinary 
achievement. The award in her name is 
presented annually to a volunteer who 
goes above and beyond in service to the 
kids and club.
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Christine Lewis Morse remembers many 
lessons passed down from her late father, 
Peter A. Lewis, including his love of fam-
ily, strong work ethic, and fierce determi-
nation to overcome the odds.

Born in Atkinson, N.H. in 1940, Peter 
grew up modestly on a dairy farm with 
limited educational opportunities. Yet he 
founded Lewis Builders, Inc. with his par-
ents, Ralph and Lillian Lewis, and served 
as president of the company that has 
developed more than 2,700 residential 
homes, condominiums, and commercial 
buildings. Peter also launched several 
other successful business ventures, in-
cluding East Coast Lumber & Building 
Supply Company, the Hampstead Area 
Water Company, and the 400-acre Atkin-
son Resort & Country Club.

“All his hard work made him who he was,” 
Christine recalls. “The people who worked for my 
father respected him greatly, and many have been 
with us since I was a kid. That tells you the kind 
of man he was.”

Peter and his wife, Alice, were also generous – 
but private – benefactors. One of the few chari-
ties they discussed publicly was the BGCL, with 
which they were involved as long as Christine can 
remember. After Peter succumbed to cancer at 
age 68 on May 28, 2008, his customers, employ-
ees, and family founded an annual golf tourna-
ment in his name benefiting the BGCL. Over 
the past six years, the event has raised nearly 
$130,000 so the club can continue providing a 
safe environment with hot meals, homework 
assistance, fitness and nutrition programs, col-
lege and career planning, and lasting personal 
relationships to 3,400 youth members.

A Father’s Legacy: Christine Lewis Morse extends generosity

 Will     
You? 

Include 
The Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 

in your will or estate plan 
to forever be a part of the 

Club’s legacy of doing good 
for the kids of Lawrence.

Receive a special  
packet of information and 
become a Heritage Club 
member by contacting 

Dennis McCarthy at 
dmccarthy@lawrencebgc.com. 

Christine Lewis Morse with her father, Peter A. Lewis

Today, Christine oversees the businesses 
with the help and support of her dedicated 
employees, while still maintaining the family 
farm with her husband, Harold Morse. She 
shares her parents’ support of the BGCL 
mission, particularly its emphasis on educa-
tion, accountability, and respect for one’s self 
and others. In fact, she notes, her father’s 
modest upbringing can serve as an inspira-
tion to club members, regardless of the chal-
lenges they may face in life. 

“He was poor as a child but worked for ev-
erything he had, and even though he didn’t 
have much formal education, he was the 
smartest person I ever knew,” says Chris-
tine, noting that anyone can control making 
smart choices to improve their life.

“I hope to continue to live in the same way,” 
she adds, “doing what’s right personally and 
professionally.”

 

 
 Carlos Barcelos

Jose Barcelos
Ryan Bourque
Joseph Bourque Sr.
William T. Bride
Irene Crane
Concetta D’Angelo
Jacquelyn Douty
Clifford  Elias
Estell Harmon

Alan Kraunelis
Peter A. Lewis
Amy Madden
T.J. McEvoy
Raymond Murgia
Daniel J. Murphy
Evelyn Murphy
Roy Nutter
Frank O’Connor
John O’Connor

Richard E. Page
Georgina Robertson
Samuel Rulor-Miller Jr.
Domenic Scalice
Christian Sheridon
Billy Sullivan
Kelvin Anthony Torres
Jennie Vittorioso
Ellen White
George Henry Wiech

In Memoriam   We are grateful for the gifts from the families and loved ones of:



Save the Dates: Our major fundraisers
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For reservations and information,  contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747 x128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

 
Stay tuned as our cafeteria is transformed 
with the help of Elevated Thought Founda-
tion, an art-based, nonprofit organization 
that serves, inspires, and builds communi-
ties in need. Sincere thanks to co-founders 
Marquis Victor & Alex Brien and lead artist 
Sam Johnson for their inspiration during 
the recent mural brainstorming session. We 
can’t wait to see the finished product!

Supported by:

The Auction - “Roaring 20’s” 
Saturday, May 3, 2014 at 5:30pm 

 
Join us at Diburro’s in Haverhill for live & 

silent auctions, cockails & dinner. 
 
 

If you can help with a donation of tickets, 
gift certificates, jewelry, electronics, 

home goods, and more, please contact us. 
 

The Auction is the premier social event  
north of Boston. Don’t miss out! 

   35th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 16, 2014 

 
Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge  

Country Club in Andover. 
 

Morning & afternoon start times  
are available. 

Golfers are treated to an amazing day 
full of gifts and treats, contests, and 

raffles!
 

We are seeking sponsors for this event, 
with a variety of levels available.

Ryan Bourque Tournament 
February 13-17th 

Breadloaf Conference 
March 29th  

The Auction 
May 3rd 

Mentor Day 
May 8th 

Talent Show 
May 23rd  

Graduation Party 
June - TBD 

Golf Tournament 
June 16th

Coming 
Events


